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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
(Schick 2006/0261470). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 
Regarding Claim 1, Schick discloses a thermally and electrically conductive apparatus 
(Fig. 4) to which one or more electronic devices (412) can be operatively connected, the 
apparatus comprising: a) a thermally conductive element (416— Detailed Description 
0059) in thermal contact with the one or more electronic devices; and b) a multilayer 
coating system including two or more layers (where the thermally conductive 
element is covered with dielectric--Detailed Description 0040, 0048 and 0050, 
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where the housing comprises a substrate comprising a thermally conductive 
portion, and wherein electrical traces are deposited on dielectric coating), said 
two or more layers being a sequence of electrically insulating and electrically conductive 
layers integrally formed on a portion of the thermally conductive element (as already 
set forth), said electrically conductive layers providing one or more paths for supplying 
electric current to the one or more electronic devices (Detailed Description 0059-- 
where operative connection to a control system controlling the activation of the 
electronic devices). 

Regarding Claim 2, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein one or more of the layers, of the 
multilayer coating system include circuit traces for connection of the one or more 
electronic devices thereto, thereby providing a means for controlling the one or more 
electronic devices individually or in one or more groups of electronic devices (as 
already set forth in claim 1). 

Regarding Claim 3, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1, wherein the thermally conductive element is 
electrically conductive and thereby capable of providing a path for supplying electric 
current to the one or more electronic devices (as disclosed by Detailed Description 
0040--where the evaporator portion is coated with dielectric material patterned to 
provide electrical traces for the supply of electrical current to the devices). 
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Regarding Claim 4, Schick discloses tine tliermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein one or more of the two or more layers 
of the multilayer coating system are formed by deposition (as set forth by Detailed 
Description 0050). Note: 'deposition' is a method of manufacture and Is not 
structurally distinguished from the prior art. (In re Johnson, 157 USPQ 670, 1968; In re 
Thorpe, 227 USPQ 964, 1985; See MPEP 2113— Product by Process Claims). 

Regarding Claim 5, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1, wherein the apparatus is coupled to a support 
structure (support-as disclosed by Detailed Description 0032) comprising a circuit 
carrier (carrier— as disclosed by Detailed Description 0048). 

Regarding Claim 6, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 5, wherein the multilayer coating system is 
configured to matingly connect with the circuit carrier (mating connection already set 
forth by Detailed Description 0032), thereby providing one or more electrical 
connections between the support structure and the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Detailed Description 0032— where the already disclosed thermally 
conductive element has an external support with means for mating a secondary 
portion, which already constitutes electrical connectivity, as already disclosed by 
Detailed Description 0040). 
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Regarding Claim 7, Schick discloses tine tliermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 6, wherein the thermally and electrically 
conductive apparatus is permanently connected to the support structure (where the 
permanent connection is constituted by solder-Detailed Description 0067). Note: 
'permanent connection' features are not asserted. 

Regarding Claim 10, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 5, wherein the support structure includes a heat 
dissipation system (as disclosed by Detailed Description 0059-0060— where the 
already disclosed support structure is comprised of a thermal management 
system and is a heat pipe, and 0029 further discloses a peltier device). 

Regarding Claim 11, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein the multilayer coating system is formed 
on an end of the thermally conductive element (as set forth by Fig. 4, where the 
coating system is on an outer periphery of the thermally conductive element). 

Regarding Claim 12, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein the multilayer coating system is formed 
on a side of the thermally conductive element (as set forth by Fig. 4, where the 
coating system is on an outer periphery of the thermally conductive element).. 
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Regarding Claim 13, Schick discloses tine tliermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein the multilayer coating system sheaths 
at least a portion of the thermally conductive element (as set forth by Detailed 
Description 0040, where the thermally conductive element is coated by the 
layers). 

Regarding Claim 14, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein the thermally conductive element Is a 
passive thermal device selected from the group comprising heat pipe (as disclosed by 
Detailed Description 0059-0060— where the thermally conductive element is a 
heat pipe, and further disclosed by 0029). 

Regarding Claim 15, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1, wherein the thermally conductive element Is an 
active thermal device selected from the group comprising thermoelectric cooler (as 
disclosed by Detailed Description 0029— where the thermally conductive device is 
a peltier device). 

3. Claims 8-9, and 16-18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, 
In the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over (Schick 2006/0261470). 
Regarding Claim 8, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
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apparatus (as disclosed by Detailed Description 0040) according to claim 6, except, 
explicitly wherein the thermally and electrically conductive apparatus is r removably 
connected to the support structure. However, Schick-(Detailed Description 0067 
discloses individual partitions of the apparatus can be affixed by being screwed 

or bolted, which constitutes a removeable connection) the thermally and electrically 
conductive apparatus is removably connected to the support structure. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was 
made to provide the already disclosed apparatus of Schick with the removably 

connected apparatus of Schick-Detailed Disruption 0067 in order to maintain the 
apparatus, and allow for design flexibility in accordance to thermal management needs. 

Regarding Claim 9, Schick discloses a thermally and electrically conductive apparatus 
(Fig. 4) according to claim 5, the thermally and electrically conductive apparatus (as 
already set forth), except explicitly wherein the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus is embedded within the support structure. However, Schick discloses 
apparatus 616-Fig. 6 is embedded within support structure (where 616 is embedded in 
aperture 628 or support structure 622). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to provide the already 
disclosed apparatus of Schick with the embedded apparatus of Schick- in order to allow 
for effective thermal coupling to enhance the transfer of heat away from the electrical 
device. 
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Regarding Claims 16-18, Schick discloses the thermally and electrically conductive 
apparatus (Fig. 4) according to claim 1 , wherein the thermally conductive element has a 
shape of a curved element/cylinder/curvilinear (as depicted b y Fig. 4, and otherwise 
set forth by Detailed Description 0060, where the thermally conductive element is 
formed into a hole), and thus it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the thermally conductive element 
of Schick in shape of a curved element/cylinder/curvilinear, since the examiner takes 
Official Notice of the equivalence of the shape constituted by the thermally conductive 
element formed in the hole, as set forth at 0060 and the above mentioned shapes for 
their use art of cooling electrical components and the selection of any of these known 
equivalents to accomplish a desired heat transfer would be within the level of ordinary 
skill in the art. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COURTNEY SMITH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9094. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 am-5 pm (1st Fri. 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on 571-272-3740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2835 
/Jayprakash N Gandhi/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2835 



